‘Mums’
find hope
at Southie
sanctuary

It began a generation ago with
South Boston mothers who'd come
to visit their children’s teacher, and
wound up entrust-
ing the desperate
song of their own
lives to a Sister of
Notre Dame.

“Over and over
I'd listen to the ac-
counts of chaos in
the home, the litany
of poverty, alco-

Peter hulis;'n. abuse and
hopelessness,” Sis-
EElZ!NIS ter Louise Kearns
recalled. “It became

so agonizingly clear why their child
was struggling. These women were
crying out.”

‘What Sister Louise heard was the
silent scream of young mothers suf-
focating under layers of generational
dysfunction. Her dream was to break
this cycle of despair, to save children
by investing their besieged “Mums,”
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